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IN MINNESOTA:

FIGHTING
TOGETHER:

COMMUNITY GROUP
HANDS

by John Freedman, US Pirg

mmunity activists and a local
labo mion are successfully negotiating
with Sheldahl Inc. of Northfield,
Minnesota to reduce air emissions of
methylene chloride, ' a probable
carcinogen, and to eliminate its use as
quickly as possible. Sheldahl ranked as
the nations 45th largest industrial
emitter of airborne carcinogens in’ the
1987 toxics release inventory (TRI).

Contract negotiations between
Sheldahl and the Amalgamated Clothing and
Textile Workers Union (ACTWU) last fall
resulted in an agreement for a 90 percent
emissions reduction by 1993 and a 64
percent use reduction by, 1992. The
agreement also make¥ the development o.f a
non-tcxic alternative manufacturing
process the number one priority of
Sheldahl's capital improvements budget
over the next two years.

ACTWU has attempted to get Sheldahl
to reduce worker exposure to methylene
chloride during contract negotiations for
the last eight years. Publication of
1987 TRI data by the Natural Resources
Defense Council in May, 1989, helped to
pique citizen concern over Sheldahl's
emissions and use of toxics.

According to Richard Metcalf,
negotiator for ACTWU Local 1481, the
union was concerned that community
concerns over air toxics might lead to
calls to shut the plant down. The union
sought to preempt future confrontations
between the community and the union by
including environmental issues in the new
contract, and insisting that 1local
citizens groups be. present during
pollution negotiations with Sheldahl.

"Before the contract, many people
didn't have confidence .that Sheldahl
would reduce its use of toxics," says
Eric Frumin, ACTWU national Health and
largest industrial emitter of airborne
carcinogens, led to the formation of two
citizens' groups: the Northfield Air
‘Toxics Study Group (ATSG) and Clean Air
in Northfield (CAN). The new citizens'
groups have been meeting with the union
and ' Sheldahl over the 1last year- to
discuss implementation of emission
" control and phase-out plans.

Currently, the Sheldahl facility is
applying for renewal of its S-year air
emission permit with the state Pollution
Control Agency. In the process, the
Agency discovered the Sheldahl was
emitting thiourea, which had not been
reported on available TRI data.

According to Mike Casper, a
Carleton College physics professor who is
active with the ATSG, the local
environmentalists are investigating the
health effects of continued emissions of
methylene chloride and the release of
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s AND WORKERS JOIN

What is Methylene Chloride?

“brain. Methylene chioride s not combustible but
may form a flammabile mixiure with air.

. pmgasesmeproduoedha&ehchm
hydrogen chioride and phosgene gas.

- Excerpted from ihe New Jersey Department of
Hedith Hazardous Substance Fact Sheet

The release of the NRDC report last
may, which named Sheldahl as the 45th
Safety Director, "the new contract puts
the union in- a position to enforce use
reduction. The union acts as EPA."

TRI data from 1987 revealed that

Sheldahl released 794,000 pounds of
methylene chloride into the .air.
Sheldahl uses methylene chloride to
adhere copper circuits to a base
material. TRI data also reveals that the
facility is releasing substantial

quantities of methyl ethel ketone and
ozone depleting CFC's.

For the last six months, Sheldahl
has significantly reduced its methylene
chloride emissions by replacing methylene
chloride with flammable substitutes that
are being incinerated. The - company has
reported a "breakthrough™ in developing a
water-based substitute that it expects to
introduce shortly.

previously unreported chemicals. The
ATSG expects to get more stringent toxic
release guidelines and Sheldahl's use
reduction promises written into
Sheldahl's new permit.

The Sheldahl case demonstrates the
influence that TRI data can have on a
facility, workers and the community. In
addition, it shows how TRI data can not
only lead to a reduction in emissions,
but can also lead to worker/citizen
coalitions in community-wide campaigns to
reduce the use of toxics.

Reprinted with permission form Working Notes
on Community Right-to-Know. Write to US Pirg
5dut;aitional Fund, 215 Pennsylvania Ave. SF,
ashington, ©DC 20003 for ipti

information. e
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by Charles Griffith

further the rights of workers and
community members to reduce toxics and
other hazards. Recognizing that toxic
substances which endanger the lives of
workers are the same substances which
poison community residents and the
environment, the two groups have formed a
coalition -and..are .embarking on a major
toxics campaign.

There are three .central .points .to the

campaign:
1) Workers and Community
Members need the Right-to-
Act: Workers and communities

need broader rights to reduce
toxics and other hazards,

2) Reduction of Toxics:
establishing a regulatory
environment that encourages
companies to reduce toxics: use,
and

3)Local Action is
Essential: laws alone aren't
enough, we need citizen action

to insure inforcement.

The Right-to-Act

Growing out of the Right-to-Know
movement of the early 1980's, this new
campaign represents the next logical step
in the march to eliminate workplace and
community hazards. The Right-to-Act has
been legislatively mandated in several
Canadian provinces and Scandinavian
countries, and is now being considered in
New Jersey, where legislation was recently
introduced that would significantiy expand
worker and' citizen: rights to investigate
and inspect workplace and environmental
hazards.

The New Jersey legislation is
supported by a coalition of over 125 labor
and environmental groups. It has several
components which activists in Michigan
hope to enact here.

*Hazard Prevention Committees within
workplaces would have the right to
regularly inspect the facility,
investigate accidents, and negotiate
to reduce or eliminate occupational
and environmental hazards.

*Workers would have certain rights

to refuse unsafe work.

eCommunity members would have the

right to establish special
committees to periodically inspect
facilities with an expert of their
choosing. Grants from a state fund
would help pay for the technical
expert.

eWorker and citizen committees would
have the ability to look at the full
range < of hazards and attempt to
resolve problems in a comprehensive

xLbc:u:' and environmental activists in
Michigan are launching a new campaign to .

RIGHT TO KNOW
RIGHT TO ACT
RIGHT TO REFUSE

'gEéqh,,Year.;bhv April
%28;§the1unions;ofg;he

%people marched jon’}
'_Lansinés to‘vwdem_and};
?saferqurkplaces 1
Workers$§iffdemanded?
(theirgRight-to-Know

ibejexpanded jintofthe

?Right—to-ActT‘.that

is,ithey demanded the

. refuse’
work? and gga’
ﬁnegotiateg
fwith management:sabout §
fworkinggconditions#

‘;Theuworkplace'[is:
{America'sg forgottent
environment
'eachgggday
fsubstances,
‘explosions and unsafe

jconditionsgkillgand
?‘injure # more g than’
120,000 workers:
‘nationwide i 8

wheret
toxic!

Labor and Environmentalists
~Join Forces For New Campaign

manner--perhaps outside of the
regulatory process. To the extent
hazards can be eliminated before
violations occur or conflict arises,
this may even help to reduce costly
and time-consuming regulatory
actions.

Toxics Reduction

The .Toxics Reduction movement grew
from the recognition that our current
fragmented regulatory system has not
adequately stopped pollution. -

The traditional regulatory approach
emphasizes “end-of-pipe"™ control
strategies that shift toxics from air to
water, or water to 1land. Former EPA
Aministrator, Lee Thomas, once admitted:
"It is entirely possible that somewhere
in the country toxic.metals are, being
removed from the air, transferred to-a :-
wastewater stream, removed again by
water pollution controls, converted to
a sludge, shipped to an incinerator and
returned to the air."

This approach doesn't attack the source of

the problem: the use of toxic materials

in production processes. The solution is

pollution prevention, not pollution
control. .
Massachusetts "and Oreégon passed

landmark toxics reduction laws in the last
year. The Massachussetts law provides:
* a statewide goal of reducing by
50% the amount of hazardous waste
generated
* mandatory toxics reduction plans
* a technical assistance: program
* @ research and training institute
¢ coordination betweenqgegplatory
programs.

Citizen Action

To be successful, 'Right-to-Act' and

toxics reduction must rely on grassroots

activism. Citizens and workers will have

to demand reductions through their ‘Right-

to-Act, 'and will ‘need to force 'regulatory

agencies to stress reduction of toxics at
the source.

Working Together: the need for a
coalition A

A key objective of a Right-to-
Act/Toxics Reduction campaign is to breal
down barriers between workers)
communities, and environmenta
organizations at the state and 1loca
level. While the Right-to-Know movemer
of the last decade raised a common fist ¢
so{idarity among - ‘workers ar
environmentalists, this new campaign wi
. Strengthen that alliance. 1

|
i
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[Linda

inda Caswell surveys the Georgia Pacific Formaldehyde Plant.

is already résponsible for 25% of the industrial formaldehyde emissions

The area

Caswell

in Michigan.

) \ =t the headwaters of the AuSable and Manistee
"Rivers; Weyerhauser and Georgia Pacific spewed out more
than 150,000 pounds of carcinogenic formaldehyde in 1988.
In addition . to Georgia Pacific's two area plants, the
multinational ‘corporation -is in the midst of building a
major formaldehyde-producing facility next to their Beaver
Creek site. - Linda Caswell has been in the forefront of
opposition 'to the -facility, but it was long before
‘formaldehyde production came to Crawford County that Linda
Caswell was moved to take action.
; T e O e S :
THE- LEGACY .OF "PBB: SUSPICION AND ACTIVISM
.. "My first big Scare was .the PBB incident, that's
‘“"what got me  started®™ - 'says Linda, referring to the
.+ contamination .of grain- feed with the fire retardant
. chemical PBB. That fiasco led to the widespread sale and
- consumption of contaminated meat and diary products in
Michigan from 1973-75. In the Lower Peninsula, 96% of all
mother's milk that was tested had detectable levels of PBB
(13% were above. an' arbitrarily set danger level.) In
spite of official statements .assuring the public there was
little danger, Linda remembers her husband's caution:
"Mike sells safety equipment so he has some idea of these
things. He was concerned.” So Linda fed her family
powdered milk, limited other dairy products and drove to
Grand Rapids for meat.
The 1legacy of
beyond contaminated milk and body tissue.
increased. the' general public's suspicion of officials
charged with protecting their health. If there is any
positive outcome,, it may be. the, evolution of Linda Caswell
as an activist. Linda is one of those who learned the
actions of officials charged with protecting the public
health and the environment need constant vigilance. Often
those officials need to be challenged and made accountable

to those they protect.

the PBB episode in Michigan goes
The incident

EXPLODING OIL WELLS
Linda's concern with environmental degradation was

further fostered in Saginaw as she saw how the pollution
of the Tittabawassee and Saginaw Rivers forced the family
to travel a distance to swim, and the stench of foundry
emissions fouled their .air. - When Mike changed jobs and
the family moved to Gaylord, Linda was looking forward to
pastimes she enjoyed as a child. ™I used to hunt and fish
with my Dad, kind of unusual for a young girl, but I
really Jloved it. I was looking forward to moving to an
area where I could do those things again."

Gaylord proved to be another lesson in the need for
activism.” Shortly after moving, the Caswells discovered a
capped oil well near their property, and learned the
largest oil repository in the area was across the highway
from their new home. The facility lacked berms or
emergency provisions -in case of fire or lightning. "The
o0il repository also had a huge pump. Every time the pump
would turn on, the house would shake" reports Linda., The

Caswells feared for their safety. In Octobe

0il well 10 miles away exploded and burned fzroioi:7§ée:n
until the nationally famed firefighter: Red Adair was
called in to extinguish 'it. Linda remembers “at night ou:
daughter could see the fire burning from her bedr
window. She was very frightened by it.» T

"at night B,
our daughter
could see
the fire
burning from
her bedroom
window."

3 Not long after the oil well blew, lightning struck
near the repository across from their home. Frightened
neighbors called fire officials, worried about an
explosion close to home.

When Pigeon River was proposed as the néxt drilling
site for oil, Linda could no longer remain silent.  She
sent letters to Governor Milliken inviting him to "“come
stand in my backyard and see and hear for yourself what it
means to live with o0il wells."™ She also called Shell 0il
about the vibration from the repository near her home.
S@ell 0il responded by installing a muffling system in the
0il pump engine which helped the vibration problem. Mike
was transferred before the repository was eventually
bermed and alarms installed as a result of their efforts.

CHRONIC CONDITIONS

The Caswells lived in Grand Rapids briefly before
settling in Jenison. It was there that Linda noticed a
marked decline in her children's health. Linda herself
had recently  recovered from a battle with cancer and
watched her health decline in Jenison. The Caswell family
§uffered from respiratory ailments, skin infections,
%nexplécable intestinal pain, ' chronic kidney and bladder
infections and fevers. Linda's daughter developed asthma.
AfteF‘discovering an unusually high but allowable level of
chlorxn? in the municipal water system (higher than levels
found in swimming pools), the family stopped drinking
water from the township supply.

Although, at the time, Linda did not know about
multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS), a condition which
afflicts some people who have been exposed to toxic
chemicals, she knew something out of the ordinary was
wrong with her family . She suspected exposure to
chemicals was a possible explanation. The Caswell family
drank.and cooked with bottled water as a precaution fOf'
the six years they lived in the area.

When their children had grown, Linda and Mike

. Caswell used all their available savings (including their
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i nt mone t
reu;:':; from tl]'g dfr:;yaia home in "the great pristine North. We wanted to
g\ext in a request to ccmut; a:;ldw:;;er because my health was not good, 8O Mike
4 e,
gta“f°‘d County and were ecstatic,™ y made an exception for him. We moved to

"He said to all of us
there, 'what are you

people, communists or
something?'"

ACTIVIST TRAIN ING"

Linda quickly learned there are few pristine areas in Michigan and a new
struggle began to take shape. All her prior activism proved helpful as the
piggest fights were ahead. :

) Two weeks after moving in, Linda and Mike discovered plans for an M-16
rifle range on a wetlands area three miles from their home. They learned from
neighbors that Camp Grayling had raised residents ire for a variety of
reasons. Compla.lnts included noise and traffic, but it soon became apparent
that Camp Grayling threatened the delicate ecosystem of the Manistee and
auSable headwat:ers. Public outcry resulted in a DNR hearing. The base
commander chastised the concerned residents who spoke. As Linda recounts it,
the Base Cormmander questioned their patriotism. "He said to all of us there,
iwhat are you people, communists or something?'" aAfter the hearing, Linda
approached a DNR official to ask some questions. The DNR official bristled "1
don't have to talk to you unless you have a fishing and hunting. license.”
nyell fortunately you do have to talk to me, I have both in my purse™

DNR official: "I don't have to talk
to you unless you have a fishing an
hunting license."” :
caswell: "Well fortunately you do
have to talk to me, I have both in
my purse" '

nThat DNR official is retiring in a few years,"
that meeting I knew we had an uphill battle" More meetings about the issue
followed. Linda drew the attention of concerned residents because of her
strong presence and her persistence with officials.

Linda reports, "but after

'FORMALDEHYDE IS FOR CADAVERS'

Linda was a natural coalescing point when in April of 1988, Georgia Pacific
announced plans to build a formaldehyde plant in the area. "People were very
upset about this, and Mike was worried about the base chemicals, not just the
formaldehyde." Several people in Grayling and Roscommon urged Linda to form a
group to fight the facility, including a Vietnam Veteran suffering from
contact with Agent Orange. Linda was eventually convinced to lead the fight
and held her first meeting ©"in the basement of the County Courthouse-no
handicapped entrance but it was the only place we could get." Seventy-five
people showed up for that meeting, including two TV stations. "People spoke
up, it was like a catharsis for them, but they backed off when we started
talking about action. In private, people told me 'Georgia Pacific promised us
four years ago they wouldn't build a formaldehyde plant here' but they didn't
want to publicly put themselves on the line against it."

"One of our biggest
problems has been
members and
especially officers
feeling a lot of
pressure from
family and friends
to drop out."™

F . . - &
dch’:‘ithe beginning, the newly formed AuSable Conservation Trust (ACT) had
hioh culty' maintaining membership and officers. "We lost some people when a
tumegrofne community woman dropped out of the organization, but ACT still
o meout 30 people for the second meeting. One of our biggest problems has
i ox?tbers :ndhofficars ‘feeling a lot of pressure _‘from family and friends to
7 -, We had such a hard time keeping officers lon n

incorporation papers signed." P ; o Sl Ay

" : s 2 ¥
oy The reality is that this is a company town. They control the jobs and
5 'mOfe.too. People are rightly concerned about their jobs, but the
mpanies' influence goes way beyond that." Georgia Pacific and Weyerhauser

Good Neighbors
Agreements:

Gitizens Negotiating with Local Industry

Across the nation community groups are
acting on their own behalf. Frustrated
with pollution control laws that don't
go far enough, or frightened by the
threat of chemical accidents in their
areas, citizens have started to address
the offending companies themselves.
Community activism in the past has
often. been restricted to blocking the
siting of new facilitics, or closing a
plant down. Negotiating with
_companies about changing their
~practices is another option. Groups
. presenting Good Neighbor Agreements
hope to involve companies in a
dialogue with citizens to necgotiate
- directiy about pollution and chemical
accident ‘prevention. Companies that
~ want to be considered "good neighbors’
~in o their ;ommu:}iﬁes have a
_responsibility to sit. down with citizens
nd negotiate in good faith.

gan,. several. groups have
ented Good Neighbor Agrecments
pcal industries. - For example,
nt in Montague signed a Good
- Agreement with Citizens -
wirg t (CUE) -
ngness to host a

n citizens' concermns,

nyironment  (DCS

egotiating  with -BASF in Wyandotte.
; ommunity advisory

their doemands, but

1 under way as to

ayling presented five  Good
\ grgpmcn!s to the following
= Do

systems and. developing emcrgency
plans, addressing various citizen odor

compiaints, and commiting to
zero discharge. ; ey

ays Linda, "So far, officials at
%.LVWeycrhauscr,‘ ~Georgia  Pacific, and
: -gamp gmyl;ng'mcm interested in little
more than P.R. They claim they arc
‘good neighbors' in the oommunit);f but -
:hglr; the"g‘v refuse to sit down at the
. table with us— this is not my dofinition
- of a '‘Good Neighbor.™ - S

NHCHIGAN
TOXICS WATCH
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14ctivist Linda Caswell...

are also major community benefactors, giving to schools,
the hospital and local groups. "Georgia Pacific only
employs a few dozen people right now, but Weyerhauser
employs more than 300. Some of the workers are concerned
too, but they are afraid to lose their income. I know one
man ‘who may have fallen into a vat of formaldehyde. ?e
got the message to stop talking so I don't know how he's
" s

dodng ::"'in other regions of the country,- jobs and
environmental comcerns are played against_gach ot@er,
whether or not the two are really in opposition. Flyda
has péinted out that the proposed formaldehyde fac%llty
will only provide four jobs in a CQunty with a relatively
héalthy economy. "“There is one businesswoman w?o has been
willing to speak out against it. Her daugﬁter is al;ergic
to formaldehyde. She's alone in the business community
saying, 'we don't need this thing.'"

"The reality
is that this
is a company
town. They

control the
jobs and a lot
more too."

e o - e
The Caswell family models the formaldehyde plant campaign
T-shirts: 'ACT NOW, FORMALDEHYDE IS ONLY FOR CADAVERS. '

Formaldehyde: A Common and Hazardous Toxin.

Omm 1. 1t
Formaldehyde iz a ¢ only used carcinﬁ:r;:;dchmmci:.e A
is ubiquitous in the average American ho g P

outgasing from wood and paper products in you:oﬁfzzlh Siasale
colorless gas with a strong odor, mixed in solut . S doh B ad e
methanol. It is used as a germicide, an embalm. nqm rdahyde Ean
home insulation and pressed-wood products. :oz ‘rorwaldohyde
affect you when inhaled and by passing through skin. g e
is a CARCINOGEN. Exposure irritates the eyes, nosii gcan e ase
and. can cause skin and lung allergy. fiigher levels P
throat spasm and a build-up of fluid in the lungs, a b sk
emergency. Contact can cause severe eye and skin burns le n: 9
permanent éamaqe. These may appear hours after exposure, G::,

no pain 4s felt. TFormaldehyde is a highly flammable liqu dq;s
and ‘a dangerous fire hazard. Polsonous gases are produce n
fire. Containexrs may explode in fire. Vapors may travel to
source of ignition and flash back.

Excerpted from New Jersey Department of Health Hazardous
Substance Fact Sheet

‘surrounding Georgia Pacific.

"Finally, we had to deal with the fact. that there!
was tension between peoplé “who' lived here' year round and
seasonal residents. Seasonal residents are most concerned
about preserving the natural state up here, but they don't
vote. Local people want to work. There's also a tension
between tourism (which means jobs), and heavy industry.
This town hasn't taken a good look at that."

ACT took-out ‘an ad in the local Paper opposing the
Georgia Pacific expansion. One hundred people signed it
at-  $5.00 each. "Half of those names were teachers, which
was very brave because the school board and superintendent
were against it." Georgia Pacific was taking out full,
Page ads every week advertising their new facility. "They
didn't have signatures but they would feature pictures of
boy scout troops enjoying nature."

In 1989, PIRGIM (Public Interest Research Group in
Michigan) released a study indicating Crawford County had
the seventh highest cancer mortality rate in the state.
The report, ¢+ indicated 13 counties
with higher than expected cancer mortality. “The people
who wrote this were perplexed that Crawford County would
be so high on the list. That's when we made our toxic
waste map: Every group and environmental organization
should do a map like this. Its a real eye-opener." What
they found was a legacy of poorly handled toxic waste, and
a plethora of active emitters. ACT needed to raise money,
and they suddenly had a lot of problems to address. With

' be realistic and you have to harden yourself.

contributions from other environmental groups and a few
benefactors, ACT sent out a mailing to the entire area
They also brought someone in
from the Citizens Clearinghouse on Hazardous Waste to
conduct a toxics seminar for 50 area residents.

When Georgia Pacific won permission to open their
facility in September of 1989, ACT hired an attorney to
file an appeal. The group went into debt, but was unable
to fund a complete legal challenge. In June of 1990, the
the final permit needed for the facility was approved.

Although the group was demoralized by ;hg loss,
Linda and ACT have not given up. In April of.thzs year,
ACT presented Good Neighbor Agreements to flve of t?e
worst sites in their area (see box), including Georgia
Pacific and Weyerhauser. The companies have re§ponded by
failing to negotiate with the group, but the_t%de may ?e
turning. ACT has begun to get some p0§1t1ve ’medla
attention, and the group has gained legitimacy in the
area.

'Do citizens
dictate what's
safe, or do
corporations?'

"I think we have to ask questions like 'Do citizens
dictate what's safe, or do corporations?"' Who said I
wanted formaldehyde in my tissue paper. I don't. And I
don't think the average citizen would be happy to hear all
the things corporations are doing without knowing how it
affects our health. Why do we put dioxins in paper? So
our toilet paper is white! I think if the average
consumer knew the real cost of these chemicals -
contaminated water, increased cancer, miscarriages, who
knows what else - they would say ‘no way, we don't need
white toilet paper,' or 'don't put formaldehyde in
everything in my home, I'l11 do without.' People just
aren't given a choice."

Linda advises activists: "Plug into local government
whether you like them or not, the DNR too. You can't
afford to alienate them, or State officials. You're not
going to win any battles anywhere if you have a lot of
enemies in those places. Run for office in your area too.
Seats are always available in local government. Gét
involved."

"It can be tough sometimes, and lonely. You have ‘to

: Sometimes
when a car is on your tail late at night, or your phone
keeps having mysterious problems, you get pParanoid. But

I've talked to a lot of other activists and I've learned
it comes with the job. You have to expect some harassment
and unpleasantness when you're challenging people.
Officials have treated me like I'm half crazed and self-
serving. There's always rumors and talk. But I remember

what an activist woman said when speaking about her
struggles. 'I'm exhausted but I

*on.'" ™ so mad I'm going to go

—Tracey Easthope

. "
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WHAT'S. HAPPENING IN

lansing

FIGHTING TOXICS: A MANUAL FOR PROTECTING YOUR
FAMILY, COMMUNITY,

AND . WORKPLACE HZARDOUS WASTE POLICY COMMITTEE:
Edited by Gary Cohen and John O'Connor !

Published by Island Press for the National Toxics

Campaign

The Hazardous Waste Policy Committee (HWPC) is charged
with updating the state's Hazardous Waste Management
After reviewing the prevalence and dangers of toxic Plan. The Committee is exploring three key areas: 1)
contamination in our neighborhoods, this book explains how to encourage maximum waste reduction in Michigan
how to organize your community; how to influence industry;. 2) needs for hazardous waste "capacity™ and
corporate business practices; how to obtain siting within the state; and 3)
information on the threats in your area using the education needs of consumers,
Freedom of Information Act, the’ new National Right-to-

small antit enerators.
Know law and local sources; and how to work = e
effectively with the media. N

information and
local governments, and

In July, Committee members heard from Dr. Nikki Roy
f of the Massachussetts Department of Environmental
der: N i i '
9.9 33t;:naierg§;22 ci:ﬁa;igor . | guality, who discussed his state's one-year old Toxic
\F L4 - .
Boston, MA' 02111 Use Reduction Act and the DEQ's
$20.00 in paperback.

"whole €facility"™
approach to source-  reduction.

A sub-group of the
Committee will be meeting again in August to begin
) developing its final recommendations.
A CITIZENS GUIDE TO. PROMOTING TOXIC :
WASTE REDUCTION

The Committee will also be developing
By Lauren Kenworthy and Eric Shaeffer Published by recommendations . on the state's hazardous waste
Inform capacity and siting needs. Included in the
What can individuals do to help stop pollution from discussions thus far are: 1) equity concerns over
industrial plants? This new citizens guide explains landfil® size and location; 2) funding for potential
the benefits of source reduction strategies and host communities; and 3) whether there is a clear need
prgvidgs la de;aileg step by ::tig iziii:s wigi for additional HW ‘capacity within the state. The
individuals an citizen rou p
researching local 1ndustr1af fasllltles and talking arswers Lo these questions A
eith company respresentatives.

important
ramifications for current and future attempts to site
HW landfills and incinerators.
To order: INFORM ;
381 Park Avenue South The Committee will be completing its recommendations
New York, NY 10016 .on these and other information -and education needs in
(212) 689-4040

the early Fall, with a finished report available for
$15.00 in paperback public comment and hearings in early 1991. For more
7 information on the Committee's meeting schedule call
: Melissa Luttrell, Office of Waste Reduction Services,
‘ NEWSLETTERS (517)373-0606. :

WORKING NOTES ON COMMUNITY RIGHT-TO-KNOW
Published by US Pirg Educational Fund

To order: Working Notes
On Community Right-to-Know
US Pirg

215 Pennsylvania Ave
Washington DC 20003-1107
$10/yr :

GISLATIVE lﬂ?Rlﬂ?RCﬁIP, ON COMMUNITY
RIGHT-TO-KNOW: .
TOXIC TIMES W

Published by the National Toxics Campaign

A bi-partisan workgroup, coordinated by State Rep.
To order:

) Kosteva (D-Canton) has been meeting throughout the
National Toxics Campaign . summer to develop a .statewide emergency planning and
37 Temple Place, 4th Floor 3 community right-to-know law. The primary intent has
Boston, MA 02111 : been to correct deficiencies in the federal SARA Title
Membership, $15-$100/yx

III law, including the lack of funding for Local

Emergency Planning Committees (LEPCs) and confusion
NEW SOLUTIONS: A JOURNAL OF ENVIRO NTAL .. about enforcemen§ éuthorxty at the state level.
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH POLICY

Published by Anthony Mazzocchi Although the federal law has two main sections--

emergency planning for potential chemical accidents
To order: OCAW

it - and reporting of ongoing “toxic releases™ into the
P.O. Box 2812 ; environment--most of the discussioh to date has
Denver, CO 80201 / | focused on emergency planning provisions. Those
$40 individual, $60 organization/yr

concerned with improving ‘access to and use of/
: community right-to-know toxics data may wish to get;
v involved in the workgroup or talk to their local state
& legislators. For more information on the workgroup'Q
meeting sghedyle or copies of the latest working
draft, call Rep. Kosteva's office at (517)373-5062. J
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Ecology Cenfér ‘ ﬁ?)m

The Ecology Center is a non-profit community
ion founded in 1970. The Center serves as
PHGNIES L e The Ecology Center of Ann Arbor launched the

an educational resource and citizens' advocate on a X . ; R
broad array of environmental concerns, including ’ Toxics Reduction Project to empower Michigan
in their efforts to reduce toxics pollution

iiiE

issues such as solid waste reduction and recycling, citizens
alternatives to chemical pesticides and household . and prevent - catastrophic accidents in their
hazardous substances, and community right-to-know. communities. The Project provides citizens and
The Center has developed successful educational workers direct . technical assistance in exploring
programs and city-wide services, including groundwater toxics reduction strategics, model approaches for
education, waste recycling and energy conservation local emergency planning, and guidance in
progragz;__ o smemberehin;. tot Lhe  Centet i -And - a interprctation and use of toxics emissions data. The
subscription to Ecology Reports, the Center's project also  works on modcl statc and local policies
X newsletter, contact the Ecology Center, 417 Detroit that further toxics reduction and "chemical accident
Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. prevention.

. TOX ICS WATCH

__ 1YEARSUBSCRIPTIONTO THE - . 2YEAR SUBSCRTPT]ON TOTHE
~ MICHIGAN TOXICS WATCH » MICHIGAN TOXICS WATCH
. ssp0 _ , $9.00 o .
 _ PLEASEINCLUDE ME AS A —  PLEASE SENDME INFOR_MATION o
. ACTIVIST IN YOUR TOXICS ABOUT PRESENTING MY LOCAL
~ ACTIVISTS NETWORK POLLUTING INDUSTRY WITHA
- $5.00/YEAR ; GOOD NEIGHBOR AGREEMENT

- {TOXICS ACTIVISTS RECEIVE SPECIAL
- MAILINGS ABOUT ISSUES, PENDING -
LEG!SLATION, comuurma‘cnou, ETC) .

ORGAN]ZATION (IF ANY)

, NON-PROFIT

R MICHIGAN ORGANIZATION

T OXICS,WATCH U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
: ANN ARBOR, MI

Toxics Reduction Project PERMIT NO. 3
Ecology Center of Ann Arbor
417 Detroit Street
Ann Arbor, Ml 48104 o
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