


ECOLOGY CENTER
417 Detroit St.

Mon. - Fri. 9:3
761-3186 ’ : 30AM-5PM

RECYCLING STATION
1965 S. Industrial Hwy.
Wed. - Sat., 10AM-4:30PM
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.. Where is the recycling station of the Ecology Center 7

The station 15 located at (965 South Industrial Highway, jus*
l?cyorlci the Coca-Cola Boﬂ“ﬂa Compan\/. gt

2. What ave the hours of the station ?
wednesday through Safurday, 10:00 AM 4o 4:30 PM.

3, What materals does +he station acc_er‘r and hew %hould they
be prepared? _
The shation accepls NEWSPAPER, MAGAZINES, COM=
PUTER CARDS, COMPUTER PAPER, GLAS?, METAL CAN2, ANP
USED MOTOR OXb, Oc.cas'umaf_l,éi ?ga:d:
board, paper bags, and other paper arficles are accepred. Pfaper
arlicles should be separated and bundled with 5T'n'n.ﬂ. News paper
must be bundled separately from all other paper maite? such as
brown paper bags. Staples and other bits of mefal should be removed.
Glass should be cleaned, sorted by color (green, brown, & cléar) and
sl metal rings etc. removed. We cannel accepT pyrex, windew pane
glass, cpaque glass, or colored glass other thah brown and gqreen.
should be cleaned, “have labels removed, and be Srushed.
Aldmindm cans should be separated - they have no seams, rounded
bottoms, and are much lighter and easier to crush +han regular steel
and bi-rmetal cans. Any metal as long as it is crushed and all metal
will be accepted. ' :




4 Why do the water.als have to be prepared?

Newspaper and other paper must be bundled +u facilitate unloading

and eorfing of the paper truck. (This rule,as well a5 most preparation rules
are imposed upon us by the people who buy the materials. lZl'ngs left on

bottles often go undefected and cais ruin up to 100 new bottles when the

alass 15 melted down. Serfing Hvxcglass by color helps 1 unloading more
afficiently. Cans rmusT be crusheu because they are light end do not pay
for trucking costs unlecs greaﬂy qorﬂpre‘sﬁed. Cleanihg 9fass and cans

5 a courfesy 4o the people working af the stafion. ”

5, What siould 1 do when 1 come fo the Recycling Station 7

Please pull up as far as you can. Traffic 5 eften heavy and it s 1imporTant
“or cars to pull up all the way so traffic doesnt back ntto the streetf. Shut
£ your engine, The stafion workers must stand in back of as many as several
iundred cars aday. Please donot dump sny glass yourself. All” materials
must be checked before going into the bins. l?— something wreng goes Iito
one of the bins (such 35 3 brown bettle 1to the clear fin) someone must
go into the bin 'roagchi'out Fly'ng 9!359 15 & hazzard , therefore as few people
35 possivle should be exposed fo T I you wish, unload your materials, feel
free to bring your newspaper and magazines to the paper Truck. Wait for
all your bags and boxes to be returned. The station must pay for garbage
temoval. BY taking ysur coutainers, you help cyt overhead. gcf free to ask
any cl_ues‘hons. The st&’ on workers are there to hc#p you and always have

time o lisTen to a complaint, comment; or suggesTion.

6, What happen,c. +o the malerials ?
Paper matter 15 sold to Pioneer Poper Co. in Detroit. They supply fwo semiTiailer
and pick thera up when full. The trucks are then brought into Pioneer's facility
In Detroit whe' = the paper is separdled by grade} shredded i 2 hydropuffeﬁ
baled and shipped To mills where it 1s reprocessed. The newspaper usually
E;:s fo eifher a board mill (a paper mill for making cardboard and cardboard
es) where it 15 used in making the bottom liner of card board boxes,
or to nsulation, roofing or gppsum mills. There i only one large paper
manufacturer (FSC Corporation) that reprocesses old hewspaper into news-
privt. Recycled newsprint 151t guite. as strong as new newsprivt, Consequiently
ft cannot be used on many high-speed presses. Magazines all go o insula-
tion, roofing, and gypsurm m1ls. Higher grades of paper suchas computer
lodger; 9o 10 bodrd mills or book Mills’ At board mills, paper i used eithr
In the riddle iiner of the cardboard for d‘retﬂg"ﬁ or the top iher where it
16 printed on. At book mills, the paper 15 de-inked and often dyed, +hen
made mbo bonded paper. IBM cards are unusyally useful tnaterial, The
can be used 353 direct pulp substitute and made into almosT any paper Pr"d“dy‘

‘@lass 15 trucked by Contractors Contairier Corporation +o an Owens-
Iumma,' Pl'aﬂf Ih Charlofte, Mréhtjan (the only glass taecycll'ng planT in Michiqam)
There it /s melted down and made into new catfainers it a ratio of .
7107 new qlass +» 30 % old glass.



Metal is trucked to a scrapyard in Belleville, Michigan Whef'e_'f's sep-
ardled ond shipped to Ecorse where Great Lakes Steel melts T and
uses (T fo make ayto parfs. (The screpyard does hot pay any‘Hn_mg for
the mefal, they merely acce t it The station 15 Pa]d a SUbﬂdY by
Nationa| Can Corperation). Aluminum s sold to the Black Label
distributor and s made (nko new aluminum cans.

7. Who works st the Recych'ng Station 7
Most |abor at the station "is volunfeer or subsiclized 'f‘hr’vug"l yar-
ious <ity, courly, and federal programs. During the summer, youths
trom the Summer Youth Employment Frogram of Model Cities work
at the station. Their salaries are paid by "Model Cihes. Couﬂfy Vo-
cational Services also plases kids with ‘the stalion. The work/usually
15 the first job experience for these kids. Labor 15 also received
through Qperation Mizdemearior, a local courT program  through which
peopl€ can have misdemeanors removed from their reco:jds by working
for community agencies. During the school year, the station also has
several work/study students which 15 a federal aid program te college
sfudents. The government pays 80% of their salaries and the Ecology
Center pays 20%. There i5 also & full time marmger who 15 paid by
the center F.’nally, +here 3are volunteers whe Jdonate the€ir +irme
and eF?orT and who are always welcome !

8. Does the Station make money ? Where does it 90?7
The recycll'ng station 15 a Heawly subsidized  cperation gnd con-
sequently generates some income. Most labor 15 free. The rates
aid for'trucking are reduced. Money received for tnetal 15 a subsidy.
Use of the [and Fhe S‘fa‘h'on' 15 Oh |5 3eneroq5ly donated rent Pree by
the Detrot Coca-Cola Boﬁ'hrlg Company. Reyenye r‘emafﬂfng after pay-
ing the statioh overhead goe% to the Ecology Center and 15 ysed '+dr

virious other Ecology Center projects.

9. What is the history of the Kecycling Station 7
Recycling was bequn in June of 1970 with a large , Two-day glass drive.

As a result; a glass'recycling station was established on Feich St in +he
yard of the AnnArbor Construction Co. as a pilot program sponsored by
Owens- Lllinsis. Computer cards and paper recyc?ing was begun tn 1974
In Maz,l‘)'ﬂ the sfation was expanded and tnoved to'the Arbofland Fheg-
ping Cenfer, At this Time, the Eccloqy Center took over total +inancial
and administrative responsibility for the operation. Seon after the open-
ing of the Arborland station, another facility was opened at Westqate
f‘it‘oPg\;; Cen’r?j to handle’.o:ie\;_dsgagerj and ?ns.+]_'n December 271,

e operarions conselidated dand moved o the'r pre
on Soath Tndustrial Highway. present locdtion



10. How much material 15 recycled in a month 7
Rresently (11/73), between 60 and 100 tets of paper matter, 50 to

100 tons of qlass, b tol4 tons of metal, and several hundred pounds
of aluminumare recycled monthly. The station has averaged i 1973
about 8Q tons of paper, 5 tons of glass, and |0 tens of metal a month.

Il. Where else can rmaferial be recycled in the area?

Lanskys Junkyard on N. Main St accepts paper & cardboard and
sometimes pays forit but should pe called first. Meijers Thrifty Acres
has a bin in their parking lot for glass. However, they have ho meahs of
contreling whal"qoes mto their bin and occaSlonally the glass must be
dumped’ini the land hill because of low quality. B bn‘ngnzj your thalerials
fothe Recycling Station you are helping supporf Ecology enfer projects,

12, Is recych'n Hhe answer to solid waste problems?

No. It> afi important \nterim method but net a solution. It s a petential
Solulion o paper waste (and consequert-destruction of trees and virgin forests)
but not just on a consumer saale. The largest single use of paper 15 to make card-
board and mesT cardboard 15 used on a retail ahgﬂ dustrial level . Therefore the
burden lres mainly with industry and stores. The next largesT use 15 for rews-

int Curbside pickup of newspaper 6 @ more practical and economical alter-
native. The technelegy 15 there e recfcle all kinds of paper but there 15 little
incentive for the paper indusTry te sell recycled products. There s litte de-
mand for such products and the goVernmenT gives large tax credits and deple-
tion allowances for cutting timber: There are to such +ax breaks for +£e""

recycling lﬁdy;‘h‘y. .

GJG% recychn 1$ Ho answer either A returnable system 15 a far rnore ef-
fective solutieh Fo glass dispesal problems. TIn com aring a returable versus throw
8Way @ and glass beverage confairer system, the University of Lilinors found +hat,
“The enetgy requived 1o deliler a urith of soft-drink to the contsumer 15 4.4 Himes
Mote In throw away glass containers than i 15 trip reurnables, (national average)
Retumable containers are cheaper fothe consumer and eliminate many selid
waste and litter problems. Oregon, which has banned nonreturnable beyerage conftainers,
has had an 8% reduction in Titter in the first & tmonths the law has been in effect:
There has not” been an increase in prices of beverages or a decrease m sales,

HoWe\{cr, refurnable containers don't allow as ldrge a profit as non-relurnable

COHfBIHErS) c.onsec}uenﬂy g!ass manufactuyrers Push f'ECYC“flg,Whl.Ci‘l w1 effect

uts the burden and cost'of disposal of their contalners on the consumer.

Metal recycling is again a case where the fechnology to recycle is

there but nol the moeretary incentive. For example, federally set rail

5"“PP'"3 rates for scrap tmetal are 3 Himes higher thah for VN'BM ore,



13. What can the average consumer do?

Continue to recycle because it does help reduce solid waste.
Educate your friends but keep in mind the more important long range goals
of improved environmental quality. Buy recycled products whenever
possible and put pressure on merchants to stock such products. (Lists
of wholesale distributors of recycled paper products are available at
the Ecology Center.) Buy returnables whenever you can. Write members
of Congress and express your concern about solid waste problems. Call
the city and ask about curbside pick-up service for newspaper. Volunteer
your time at the Recycling Station or Ecology Center.
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ECOLOGY CENTER PROGRAMS

Educational:

Environmental Education Coordinator
Organic Garden

Recycling Station

Speakers Bureau

Library

Newsletter

Referral Service

Action:

Downtown Park

Returnable Ordinance ;
Teltran - campaign and follow-up
Huron River tree planting

Green and Clean Days

Fund-Raising:

Bike-a-thon
Walk-a-thon
. Sale of Christmas Cards

Community Participation:

Citizen volunteers

Operation Misdemeanor

Veteran's Hospital patients

Summer youth Corps

University work-study students

Students from Sullivan School an¢ Lakewood School



The Ecology Center is a non-profit community organization.
We are supported to a great extent by donation and strongly
encourage volunteer input and participation. Thank you for
taking your time with this pamphlet. If you have any further
questions or comments, we are located at: ,

417 Detroit Street
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
313-761-3186

Printed on 100% recycled paper



